
"The San Francisco Estuary offers
boaters a variety of on-the-water
experiences M from exploring the
Delta’s secluded coves and inlets to Although it’s illegal to
sailing the Bay’s open expanse. Bu~. untreated sewage
pollution to the Estuary from .a num, U.S~ waters, some recre’~
bet, of sources can spoil our opportu- boaters still discharge raw wastes
nities for boating and water recre- into co.astal and inland Waters. ~You
ation. Unfortunately, recreational might think an individual boater’s con-
boaters can add to the tribution to the overall pollution prob,
pollution problem, lem i~ smaJl. But when you consider

that there are 822,000 boats regis-
RECREATIONAL BOAT tered in California, it’s easy to see
SEWAGE DISCHARGES ---, that those individual contributions canWHAT’S THE EFFECT? "add up to a significant total:
Human s~wage fr, o.m boat~ creates

¯ environmental problems, especially in WHAT’S THELAW?
shallow or poorly flushed inlets or -o It’s illegal.to discharge untreated
marinas. Boat sewage’introduces dis- _ sewage anywhere within the three- °
ease-carrying bacteria and viruses . mile territorial limit ~ a region that
into the water. You can get sick if includes the entire Bay-Delta Estuary.
you swim in polluted waters, or eat It is not legal to dump just outside
raw or partially cooked shellfish the Golden Gate. Legally, untreated
taken from contaminated - sewage may only be discharged in
waters. Untreated boat sewage the opi~n ocean outside the three-

. lowers oxygen levels, in water, mile limit. (CWA §312)
r~aking it more difficult for fish ° The U.S. Coast Guard canand other aquatic life, to survive, issue fines of up to $2,000 for
And boat sewage creates an aes- the illegal discharge of sewage.~e’tic problem as Well. (CWA §312)
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¯Richardson BaY in Matin County has.’ ical additives..Type II MSDs are typ-
been designated a No-DIscharge ically found on larger boats. It is
Area." It’s illegal to discharge legal to discharge waste from a
sewage of any kind, treated or Type II MSD directly overboard.
untreated, within Richardson Bay.. The disinfectants used in Types I and

.- (CWA §312, 40 CFR Part 140) II can include chlorine, quaternar~
¯ You are not required to have an ammonia and formaldehyde, which

-̄ installed marine toilet on your boat, harm aquatic life. Consider using envi-
but if there is one, it must be con- ~ ronmentally friendly products that do

’ ’ nected to a Coast Guard-approved notcontain -these ingr_edients. Always¯

Marine Sanitation Device (MSD). read labels carefully and use the rec-
Boats 65 feet and under may.use a ommended amount of chemicals.
Type-I, II or III MSD. Boats over 65 " Better yet, use shore-side toilets, a
feet must have either a Type II or port-a-potty or’a pumpout station.

’̄- Type Ill MSD. (40 CFR Part 140, 33 Never discharge near sensitive shell-
CFR, Part 159) If your boat doesn’t fish’ beds, in shallow coves or near
have an installed marine toilet, con- swimming beaches or other areas
sider using a port-a-potty. You .can where water-contact recreation takes
empty your port-a-pott~ at a marina place.
dump station. -’i" Type III MSD .is essentiaily a hold-

WHAT AR£ THE DIFFERENT ¯ ing tank where untreated sewage is
TYPES OF.MARIN| SANITATION stored until it can be properly dis-
DEVICES (MSDs)? posed of at a pumpout station.
An MSD is designed to prevent poilu- ¯ Adding chemical deodorizers does

.not constitute treatment, and doestion from the discharge of untreated
,~ewage. There are three kinds of not allow you to

MSDs. dump wastes over-
board. Some Type

-’i’-Type I MSD breaks up the III MSDs have a
sewage, disinfects it with chemi- "Y" valve installed
cals, then discharges, the treated, so that you can,
sewage ove.rboard. It is legal to dis- dump directly
.charge wastes fr.om a Typel MSD " overboard when
directly overboard, but first you you are operating
must add the appropriate chemi- outside the three-
cals for treatment. Withodt chemi- mile limit. Within the Jimit, you must

-cals, the discharge from a Type I ._ secure the valve in the closed posi-
system is considered raw sewage tion with a padlock or non-
-- an illegal discharge., releasable wire tie or remove the

"t Type Ii MSD is similar to a Type I handle entirely to prevent the possi-
MSD, but treats the sewage to a, bility of a discharge overboard.
higher degree through maceration,
biological decomposition and chem-
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WHAT I’S THE CLEAN VESSEL . and m~intenance of pumpout and
. ACT OF 1992? dump stations and for related educa-
Congress passed the Clean Vessel tional programs.
Act in 1992 to t]elp ~educe pollution In 1993, California received a firs;[-
fromvessel sewage discharges. It year federal grant of $636,000, with
identified vessel sewage discharges. $450,000 available to the public and
--, although just one of many pollution private sectors for pumpout installa-
sources -- as a "substantial contribu- . ’tions. A local match of 25% is
tor to ocalized degradation of water requ3red. Over the nex~ive years, the
quality in the United States." ’ California Department of Boating and

Waterways intends to use Clean
Vessel Act funds to build an additional

~~

!
,.,

250 pumpout stationg throughout the
~.., state.

~.=, I ~. CLEAN VESSEL Ac ’
All government-O~’.
boating facilitigs’~.,w~d

J.~..                ~ dump, stations
- , may apply.. Gra~f~~sed

Nationwide, the effort to control boat to-construct,, r~~(~r
maintain pumpo:~~ations.

pollution has been hindered by an
Special consider~~~given t.oinadequate number of pumpout and
requests for .fa~i!ff[~er-s mostdump stations. In California, there are
likely to be ~Jffec~.,"~. ~set dis-’ .only i50 pumpout facilities statewide
char~es and req~ie~’at encourageto accommodate boats with holding

tanks and a fewer number of dump public/private p~iiips.
Stations for boaters with port-a-pot- For more inform~’e~~ and, guidelines
ties. In the Bay-Delta region, .about 80 on Clean Vessel Act grants, contact
pumpout f~cilities and 13 dump sta- Kevin Atkinson (91~6-322-1804) or
tions must’accommodate o~er Marinda Isley (916-322-1~32) at the
24,0,000 registered, boats. California Department of Boating and
To address.theneed for more. Waterways, 1629 S Street,

Sacramento, CA 95814.pumpout and dump stations, . .
Congress passed the Clean Vessel
Act (Public Law 102-587, subtitle F),
thereby establishing a five-year feder-
al grant program administered by the
U:S. Fish and Wildlife Service. A total
of $40 million is available to states
on a competitive basis for the
construction, renovation, operation
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"~ .... PUMPOIJT POm EI S "
" ¯ Use ~.6~ic ~ile(s OUR WATERWAYS CLEAN .

whenever Yob can help.protect the resource
r , ’ all enjoy so.~much-- the San

-. gon. Francisco. Bay-De.lta Estuary, Keep the
Estua.ry clean by tre.ating and dispos-’ other pump ing of vessel Wastes’respons~ly

lubricated, through.the proper use of Marine¯ " your
Sanitation I~ev[ces and’ To help pumpout stations,

’ ’
¯’ This pamphlet Wcs produced by the San

Francisco Estuary Project in cooperation with¯ ~n(~ a the C&li~omia Dep~irtment.OfB’O~ing and
few minutes t~ out,of " Waterwc~/s under a grant from the Clean .
a ! .5:gallon .                              Vessel Act. The San Francisco Est’u~.ry Project
of . call.the is o co,~er~dve .~ate-federo! pregrom whose

San primary goal is ta restore and,protect water
qu~li~y and nmural resources while promoting     -

(5].0) ~ elTectiv~ management of the Bay and Delt~
¯ ¯ Follow If.you would like more i~formation about boat-

" ¯ If instructions, aren’t dear, ing and the environment or if. you would like to,
" " hav~ a speaker address your group, please callaskl operator to the San Ffands~ Estuary Projec~ at

post . (~lO; ;_8~-04~0.
¯ system for one

minute once ExpensiVe
breakdowns ~o~monly oc~u~r when ~e

° marina’s s~we~. ~nes get clogged
becau,se of inadequate rinsing...Flushing. ’ -
v~aterthro.ughthe system is cheap pre- ,

... yen~e .mai~dtena_nce. ~_ _ ’

¯ . ¯ ~mp out only your holding tank.
Pumpouts are not designed, to handle
b~ge water or solid objects;

.̄Turn offthe pun~ when you’re ~nished. ’ San Francisco Estuary Project
Yes; boaters do pump out their holding c/o San..Francisco Bay Regional ~ater Quality Control Board
" 2101 Webster Street, Suite 500tanks and thendrive off, leaving the unit Oakland~CA 94612 ~,.

stil~ ru~ning. Make sure the pump ~s off (510)
" b~fore pulling away so it will work for the " (5!0) 2860928 fax

next boat~#. ,¯ Printed on recycled paper’ ¯ Consider.using a mobile, pu .rnp.o~ service                           ~ with soy-based inks.
if you don’t want fo service the holding. March 1995

¯ tank yourself. ~ ~ "

D-O 3 8 8 0 9 --0 0 1
D-038811


